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the shared commemoration was 
evident, for example, in the decision 
in 2015 to name the central battlefield 
of Kalevankangas as the park of 
reconciliation (Street name committee 
2.9.2015). In the spring of 2018, the 
city centre formed the backdrop for 
a photography exhibition in which 
historical events and characters in 
uniform were depicted in the modern 
context of the battlefields. the differing 
interpretations by the reds and the 
Whites have been effaced and the 
war has been presented as a shared 
tragedy that permanently changed the 
city. this approach also had a strong 
presence in many of the city’s events, 
theatre performances, public lectures 
and a major exhibition in the museum 
centre vapriikki. 

the case study of tampere 
evinces that the path to shared 
commemoration is lengthy and difficult, 
but public spaces and interventions 
offer an important framework for mutual 
interpretations. In these explications, it 
is essential to recognise the historical 
layers of the landscape and the 
contradictory narratives they contain. 
the landscape of commemoration 
may serve as a medium to shape a 
consensual view of the past whilst 
acknowledging its multi-faceted 
meanings.
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ABSTRACT

the Iron curtain was one of the most dividing and 
well known boundaries in human history. It divided 
europe to West and east throughout four decades. 
today, the Iron curtain is history, but it left behind 
a unique cultural and natural heritage. It has been 
replaced by the european green Belt. From Iron 
to green, from curtain to Belt, still it means so 
much more than a mere play on words. It is about 
cross-border landscapes of our shared present 
and future. this article aims to grasp the change 
from a significant linear landscape of conflict, to 
diverse and valuable cross-border landscapes by 
the example of the Austrian-Slovak border. the 
paper characterizes the meandering cross-border 
riverine landscapes and the potential of their 
bridging. Furthermore, two very special places are 
discovered, where borders of three countries meet 
and intersect. the article highlights the importance 
of monuments as eye witnesses and memorials of 
the past. It suggests that the way to a sustainable 
cross-border region is built on a shared natural and 
cultural heritage and paved by the recognition of its 
strong historical legacy.

INTRODUCTION

the Iron curtain used to be a global 
landscape of conflict in the real sense 
of the word. It was stretching from 
north to south of europe, through the 
middle of the continent, while dividing 
the whole world to West and east. It 
was the physical manifestation of the 
cold War, built after World War II in 1945 
and lasting until the end of the cold 
War in 1991 as a consequence of the 
fall of communism in 1989. however, 
the separation and isolation throughout 
almost four decades encouraged the 
formation of the european green Belt, 
an extraordinary ecological network 
and a pan-european living memorial 
landscape stretching from the Barents 
Sea to the Black Sea. today, the green 
Belt is the backbone of the european 
green Infrastructure and a great 
example that biological diversity goes 
hand in hand with cultural diversity. 
It has become a shared natural and 
cultural heritage and a symbol for 
transboundary cooperation.

this paper takes a closer look at 
the 106.7 km long Austrian-Slovak state 
border, which is part of the european 
green Belt. It identifies the landscape 
character and heritage values of 
these unique cross-border cultural 
landscapes, based on field studies. 
hundred years ago, landscapes along 
both sides of the border were part 
of one monarchy and one cultural 
landscape. there was only a natural 
border – river morava (march). After 
almost nine decades of separation, 
including four decades of cold War, the 
borders seem to have gone as Slovakia 
joined the Schengen Area in 2007. 
this has opened up a huge regional 
challenge for Austria and Slovakia 
to reunite the cultural landscapes 
on both sides of the morava river 
and to create a shared cross-border 
cultural landscape of the 21st century. 
therefore, the paper discusses current 
landscape challenges and future 
development scenarios, which could 
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balance shared natural and cultural 
values with new societal claims and 
cross-border development, where 
landscape architecture should play a 
key role.

ShARED CROSS-BORDER 
LANDSCAPES ALONg 
ThE RIvER

landscapes along both sides of the 
morava river have always belonged 
to the same cultural landscape. there 
are similar monuments from the middle 
Ages, such as the devín castle on the 
Slovak side and the hainburg castle 
on the Austrian side, which have been 
significant landmarks of the region 
for centuries. the habsburg period is 
manifested for instance by the baroque 
palace Schloss hof in Austria and its 
Slovak ‘sibling’, Stupava Palace. the 
common culture and past are not only 
visible on monuments, but especially 
on the landscape character. most of the 
Austrian-Slovak borderline is drawn on 
the map by the river morava (march). 
Four decades of cold War in the second 
half of the 20th century have caused 
that the land use along both sides of 
the river was not very intensive and was 
limited almost exclusively to border 
protection. this has left a significant 
stamp on lives and fates of many 
people, however nature has benefited 
from this forced protection by the Iron 
curtain as valuable meandering riverine 
landscapes where unique wetlands 
and floodplain forests could develop 
undisturbed (Figure 1). 

the immense potential of shared 
cross-border riverine landscapes 
has been used only partially so far. 
however, the march-thaya-Auen 
region makes already references to 
tourism potentials on the Slovak side 
of the river (march-thaya-Auen, 2018). 
currently, the connections between 
the Slovak and the Austrian side are 
limited. until 2012, there were only two 
bridges crossing the river morava - a 
railway bridge between marchegg (A) 

and devínska nová ves (SK) and a 
road bridge between hohenau (A) and 
moravský Svätý Ján (SK). Besides 
these, there is also a ferryboat 
connection between Angern an der 
march (A) and Záhorská ves (SK). the 
construction of the ‹Bicycle Bridge of 
Freedom (Fahrradbrücke der Freiheit 
/ cyklomost slobody)› in 2011/2012, 
which created a new link between 
Austria and Slovakia for pedestrians and 
cyclists, can be therefore considered an 
important step forward - towards a more 
interesting cross-border cooperation 
and regional development. the bridge 
has significantly contributed to local 
and micro-regional tourism and it made 
easier for visitors coming from Bratislava 
to visit the Schloss hof baroque castle 

Figure 1. A view from the medieval devín castle (Slovakia) on 
river morava (march) as a natural border between Austria (on 
the left) and Slovakia (on the right).

Figure 2. the dynamically shaped ‘Bicycle Bridge of Freedom’ 
has connected Schloss hof (Austria) and devínska nová ves, 
Bratislava (Slovakia) since 2012.Freedom’ has connected 
Schloss hof (Austria) and devínska nová ves, Bratislava (Slov-
akia) since 2012.

and garden, which dates back to the 
habsburg period (Figure 2). 

According to Sme Bratislava 
Portal, the number of visitors and users 
of the bridge has been continuously 
growing since its creation. during a 
single weekend in April 2018, the bridge 
was crossed by a record-breaking 
number of visitors (more than 5,000), 
out of which more than 2,200 were 
pedestrians and almost 2,800 cyclists 
(Brezák, 2018). these numbers clearly 
show that there is a real need for 
cross-border cooperation in sustainable 
regional development, tourism and 
recreation. the bridge was built on the 
site of a former bridge over the morava 
river, which existed between 1771 and 
1880 (APA-otS, 2012). the bicycle 
bridge is an important link between 
a regional network of Austrian and 
Slovak cycle routes. Its construction 
was co-financed by the european union 
within the cross-Border cooperation 
Program Slovakia-Austria (2007-2013). 
cyclists and pedestrians using this 
recent connection over the morava 
river have the opportunity to enjoy 
views of unique riverine landscapes and 
wetlands. A contemporary depiction of 
St. John of nepomuk at the beginning 
of the bridge on the Austrian side 
makes a nice symbolic and spiritual 
connection between past traditions and 
contemporary developments.

A PLACE WhERE ThREE 
COUNTRIES MEET

the specific atmosphere of cross-border 
landscapes gets even more powerful 
at places, where not only two, but even 
more countries share their borderlines. 
Within this study, two such places have 
been visited and observed. one of 
them is the Austrian-Slovak-hungarian 
(A-SK-h) border at the very south of 
the Austrian-Slovak borderline and the 
other one is the Austrian-czech-Slovak 
(A-cZ-SK) border at the northern vertex 
of the studied border. Both places have 
a very different landscape character. 

the A-SK-H border point is located in 
the middle of a vast open agricultural 
plain. there are no geographical or 
landscape limits that would indicate 
that the landscape here is divided 
among three different countries. the 
horizon is marked by signs of urban 
development, especially by the skyline 
of the Slovak capital, Bratislava with its 
clearly recognizable landmarks - the 
Bratislava castle or the Kamzík hill 
with a television tower from the 1970s. 
the only sign that the landscape here 
is shared by three countries is a small 
‘meadow island’ in the middle of an 
‘arable-land sea’. this was designed as 
the Sculpture Park of Three Countries 
in 1992 with twelve sculptures from 
twelve different sculptors. the stone 
monuments are placed around the 
border point and they stylize symbols 
like the number three, the form of a 
triangle, trinity, eternity, friendship, 
togetherness, attachment and others. 
these monuments are to be considered 
as a clear no to dividing borders and 
a distinct yeS to a europe without 
borders. they symbolize the end of 
isolation and division between the three 
countries (Figure 3).

one of the spatially most 
distinctive sculptures is Juraj cutek’s 
creation, which turns the triangular 
symbol into a gate house made of 
three linked arcs. the gate sculpture 
represents the trinity of time (past – 

Figure 3. the Sculpture Park of three countries established in 
1992 marks the intersection of Austrian, Slovak and hungarian 
borders. 
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present – future) with an anchor in 
the middle that stands for the static 
character of a friendship between 
the three countries (Figure 4). All 
the sculptural works represent three 
decades of peace and reunification, 
while an alone standing pale with 
barbed wire stays here as a raised 
warning finger and a reminder that this 
peaceful environment has replaced 
four decades of division and conflict 
embodied in the Iron curtain.

Besides a strong historical legacy 
and a significant cultural heritage, 
this site is important also in terms of 
biodiversity protection, as the entire 
area is located at the interface of three 
Bird directive Sites (SPA – Special 
Protection Areas) within the nAturA 
2000 network – Sysľovské polia (SK 
/ 1,775.69 ha), Parndorfer Platte – 
heideboden (A / 7,273.30 ha) and 
mosoni-sík (h / 13,095.88 ha) where 
besides other rare species the great 
Bustard (Otis tarda l.), europe’s largest 
land bird, occurs. last year a record 
number of bustards (up to 500) spent 
the winter in this area (tASr, 2017) and 
this year it was more than 500 (Filová, 
2018). this shows that the borders 
have vanished not only for us, but also 
for some wildlife species. however, 
scientists have found that not all 
animals have forgotten the Iron curtain. 
It is interesting that central european 
deer still balk at crossing areas where 

there used to be electrified fences (the 
guardian, 2014). Since the physical 
borders were removed, the A-SK-H 
border point has become attractive also 
in terms of tourism and recreation. It 
especially attracts hikers and cyclists. 
this shows, how a place full of conflicts 
can develop into an inspiring multi-
functional landscape with manifold 
dimensions – cultural heritage, ecology 
and biodiversity, agriculture, tourism 
and recreation, as well as education. 
the A-CZ-SK border point is located in 
a totally different landscape setting. the 
border is represented by two rivers - 
morava (march) and dyje (thaya), while 
the intersection point is created by their 
confluence (Figure 5). 

the riparian woodland offers a 
completely different landscape quality 
as it was in the case of the A-SK-h 
border point. Woodlands enclose 
the space and create a much more 
intimate natural-like character with 
only a couple of small wooden fishing 
houses reminding the visitors of the 
human presence. here, this peaceful 
landscape setting with woodlands and 
water lets us forget the conflictful past 
of this site. only an information board 
reminds us of the fact that this is a 
place where borders of three different 
countries meet. the conflict between 
West and east was also here favorable 
for nature and wildlife. the border 
point of three states is surrounded by 

Figure 4. A sculpture by Juraj cutek in the Sculpture Park 
of three countries forms a three-arched gate that aims to 
symbolize the trinity of time and space, as well as the friendship 
and connection between the three countries. 

Figure 5. the confluence of river morava (march) and river 
dyje (thaya) surrounded by beautiful and peaceful riparian 
woodlands marks the intersection of Austrian, czech and 
Slovak national borders. Bird directive Sites (SPA) – Záhorské 

Pomoravie (SK / 32,175.67 ha), march-
thaya-Auen (A / 14,832.00 ha) and 
Soutok-tvrdonicko (cZ / 9,576.91 ha). 
moreover, the area is also protected as 
part of three national habitats directive 
Sites – Kačenky (SK / 281.44 ha), 
Soutok – Podluží (cZ / 9,715.01 ha) and 
march-thaya-Auen (A / 8,879.47 ha) 
thanks to the occurrence of important 
floodplain species. the march-thaya-
Auen is promoted as a ‘melange 
of unique nature, great history and 
wine-growing lifestyle of the Weinviertel 
region’ (march-thaya-Auen, 2018). It 
has transformed into an attractive tourist 
destination and offers nature experience 
in borderless floodplain landscapes, 
bird observation points, wine-tasting 
experience in traditional vineyards, time 
travel that reaches all the way back to 
Stone Age, while tracking important 
periods like the Bronze Age, the Iron 
Age, the great migrations, the middle 
Ages, the habsburg Period and the 
turbulent 20th century. the march-thaya-
Auen region makes also use of the 
interesting cross-border landscapes 
along both sides of the morava river 
and encourages its visitors to enjoy 
borderless natural and cultural values of 
the region (march-thaya-Auen, 2018). 
this can be seen as a good practice 
example and an inspiration for further 
development.

EyE WITNESSES OF ThE 
PAST, MONUMENTS OF ThE 
PRESENT

the 20th century has left a sad and 
distinctive layer in Austrian and Slovak 
cross-border landscapes. the World 
War II, which caused deaths of millions 
of people is still readable in the 
landscape. there are several bunkers 
spread throughout the region. these 
have become part of the landscape 
character and regional identity, while 
serving also as a sad memento of war 
tragedies and conflicts (Figure 6).

Another conflictful milestone 
of these cultural landscapes was the 
above discussed Iron curtain. It was 
indeed a strongly negative landscape 
element that destroyed many human 
lives in one or another way. As a 
remembrance of this sad historical 
period of europe and its victims, there 
are several monuments along both 
sides of the border. two distinctive 
monuments are located at the medieval 
castle devín (Figure 7) near Bratislava. 
one of them is made of iron, which is 
a stylized reference to the curtain. It 
was created by sculptor milan lukáč 
and it states a truly moving quote 
from Winston churchill: ‘the farther 
backward you can look, the farther 
forward you can see’.  So peculiar for 
this site! the monument was unveiled 
by her majesty Queen elizabeth II 
on an official State visit to the Slovak 

Figure 6. Bunkers from the second world war are significant 
landmarks spread throughout the Austrian-Slovak borderline.

Figure 7. two monuments of the Iron curtain and its victims 
located at the medieval devín castle (SK).
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republic in 2008. the other monument 
was designed by Peter mészároš and it 
honors the memory of all victims of the 
regime.

Just on the way from Bratislava 
- Petržalka (SK) to Kittsee (A) a recent 
monument from 2016 aims to remind 
current and future generations of the 
personal tragedy of hartmut tautz, a 
young man who was killed when he was 
trying to cross the Iron curtain. And this 
is only one of the 400 life stories that 
ended similarly at the czechoslovak 
part of the Iron curtain. not far from 
here, there is a memorial of the Iron 
curtain with a preserved cold-War 
bunker. All these landscape features 
aim to remind us that instead of walls 
and Iron curtains, we should build 
bridges and instead of landscapes of 
conflict, we should value our shared 
natural and cultural heritage and aim 
for a more intensive cross-border 
cooperation. A positive example of 
such approach is the pan-european 
project of the european green Belt, an 
ecological network that has a unique 
natural and cultural heritage and an 
emotional human and political history. 
moreover, it symbolizes that something 
bad can turn into something good 
(marschall, müller, gather, 2012). But 
are all fences and walls bad or have 
they always naturally belonged to the 
human society as constant structures 
protecting defined entities and claiming 
sovereignty? According to vallet (2014) 
the ‘wall’ is more than just a historical 
relict for managing borders, quite the 
opposite, in recent years it has been 
given renewed vigour, e.g. along the 
u.S.-mexico border or more recently in 
hungary due to migration crisis. thus, 
in specific situations walls can still be a 
necessary element that makes people 
feel safe on both sides of the borderline.

there is a clear need for joint 
research, in order to discover all 
possible development scenarios of this 
cross-border landscape with a unique 
natural capital and a strong historical 
legacy. In the last two decades, new 

technical landmarks of renewable 
energy have occurred along the 
Austrian side of the border. these 
energy monuments stand for a visual 
manifestation of novelty, renewability 
and sustainability. A sustainable 
future development scenario should 
utilise the potential of cross-border 
landscape transition also through 
renewable energy, which could 
create a novel multilayer quality in the 
landscape. A joint approach in sensitive 
implementation of renewable energy, 
in line with nature and landscape 
protection along the european green 
Belt landscapes, would create synergies 
in creating high quality landscapes 
generating green and renewable 
energy. 
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